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Children’s author R.L. Stine says it’s his job to make kids laugh and to give them the creeps.  Stine began writing when he was nine years old.  He found an old typewriter in his attic and began typing stories and crafting little joke books.  When other kids his age were outdoors playing, Stine mostly opted to stay in his room and write stories.  A native of Ohio, Stine went to Ohio State University.  Always knowing what he wanted to do with his life, after graduation, he moved to New York City to pursue his dream of a writing career.  He didn’t set out to write great literature; he wrote to appeal to children. Early on he published several children’s joke books, conceived the idea for the children’s humor magazine Bananas, and wrote for the TV Nick Jr. show Eureka’s Castle.  Then in 1986, he wrote his first teen horror novel, Blind Date.  Encouraged by the success of this genre, he wrote a series of scary books for young adults, the Fear Street series.  Then for younger readers ages eight to 12, he created the Goosebumps books.  Fans of the Goosebumps books can visit the Goosebumps website hosted by Scholastic Books at http://www.scholastic.com/goosebumps/.   Another series, the Nightmare Room, is a modern day Twilight Zone in which ordinary kids find themselves in a world one step beyond reality. Besides the Nightmare Room books, there is also a website experience for this series http://thenightmareroom.com/    .  Stine developed a writing program and teacher’s classroom kit for schools to encourage children to write; it is still up on his website at http://www.rlstine.com/#  .   All websites have plenty of activities for fans of Stine’s books to check out.
Stine fans have plenty of new books to look forward to.  He is currently working on a new series of Goosebumps books, Goosebumps Horrorland.  A series of 16 kids’ comedy books, Rotten School series are underway.  
