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Margaret Wise Brown revolutionized children’s literature with her here and now style stories.  

What storyteller, parent or child hasn’t heard or read Good Night Moon?  It’s a simple book about the bedtime of a young rabbit in blue and white striped pajamas. He’s about to go to sleep, but before he can pack away his day, he says good nite to all the familiar things in his room.  This book is children’s poetry at its simplest and best.  The rabbit has a good nite for the three bears sitting in chairs, a good nite for the clocks and his socks, the mittens and kittens and of course, a good night for the moon framed outside by his window.  

When Brown began writing books, children’s’ literature consisted mostly of nursery rhymes, fables, fairy and folk tales.  Brown changed all that by focusing on the everyday items in a child’s life.  She based her themes on familiar things and believed that very young children would much rather read about their lives and their world, instead of fairytales and other worlds.   

Early on in her career, she worked for an agency called the Bureau of Educational Experiments and researched the way children learned language.  Later she had the opportunity to further develop her theories about children’s reading when she worked as editor for the William R. Scott Publishing Company.  Brown not only wrote books, but she studied, interviewed and talked to children about what they would like to read and the problems they faced. She was an advocate of Golden books when most publishers, reviewers and librarians felt that this new publishing sensation was dumbing down children’s literature.  Brown supported the idea of creating affordable books for children and penned many stories for these mass-produced books.  She invented the concept of board books by insisting her books be made of strong durable paper and binding and demanded bright, engaging illustrations.  Her idea was that like toys, her books could be handled and played with.   

A prolific writer, Brown wrote under several pseudonyms, Golden MacDonald, Juniper Sage, Kaintuck Brown and Timothy Hay and had as many as six publishers at a time.  She lived flamboyantly off her royalties, was generous to her friends and was described as having a zest for life. Grateful for her success, she lobbied within the publishing houses for equitable illustrator royalties versus a flat fee payment.  

Brown died unexpectedly at the age of 42.  While on a book tour in France, she died of complications after suffering an appendicitis attack.  She once said she wanted to provide an escape for children in the timeless world of a story.  Four decades after her death, her books are still popular favorites for children.  
