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“There was only the enormous, empty prairie, with grasses blowing in waves of light and shadow across it...there was no sign that any other human being had ever been there.”
Laura Inglalls Wilder was born in a log cabin that bordered the big woods of Wisconsin.  Early in her life, her father moved the family out west to Indian territory in Independence, Kansas.  Within two years though, the Indian situation became so tense the family returned to Wisconsin.  But soon the lure of the west again beckoned the family to hazard across the prairies in a covered wagon.  The family moved to Walnut Grove Minnesota, then on to Iowa and eventually the Dakotas.  The family settled in South Dakota among a small number of other homesteads.  Their first winter was one of relentless snows, driving winds, bone chilling cold, hunger and sacrifice, one of the worst winters on record in Dakota history.  Undaunted, they stayed on to witness the town of DeSmet evolve from the few scattered homesteads.  Here, Laura and her three sisters went to school and grew up. Laura began teaching at the age of 15.  Then she met and fell in love with Almanzo Wilder.  They married and the couple settled into a homestead of their own.  The young family had their share of hardships, a fire, drought, recession, crop plagues, the death of their only son and life threatening illness.  Almanzo was struck with diphtheria.  He survived, but his legs were permanently weakened from the disease.  Seeking a fresh start, the Wilder’s gave up their home in DeSmet and moved with their only surviving child, a daughter Rose, to a farm in Missouri.  Here Laura shined. She began a library, contributed articles to the newspaper, helped her husband make the farm a success and worked tirelessly to improve the lives of farmwomen.  She took office in the home development association and organized a farm loan association to help farmers through difficult economic times.   

It was much later in life that Laura began writing the Little House series.  Her daughter Rose, by then a noted author and journalist, urged her to write down the stories about the old days.  Laura decided to write these stories for children.  They depict both the adventures and the simple pleasures of frontier life and describe the games frontier children played, the entertainment of their father’s fiddling and storytelling around the hearth, details about gun care and hunting for food, butter churning, maple sugaring, cheese making and going to school in a one room schoolhouse.  The books entertain children with tales about what it’s like to live at the edge of dark woods filled with wild animals and Indians.  Laura tells about playing dolls with her sister Mary. Mary, the oldest, had a rag doll.  Laura’s first doll was a corncob, tucked inside a blanket (that was really just a handkerchief). She named her corncob Susan and said “she was a very good doll.”  In Wilder’s books, modern children can experience pioneer family life and relive the enjoyment of simple things.  

For further information visit websites:
www.littlehousebooks.com
www.lauraingallswilderhome.com
Further Reading: 

Laura and Almanzo’s daughter Rose Wilder Lane wrote adult versions of the Ingalls Wilder family experiences in Let the Hurricane Roar and Free Land

